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What a wonderful summer! It’s been a
truly exciting time, giving renewed hope and vigour
to the pro-life movement. So much has happened

since the last Solas; Roadshows, Campaigns, parish visits, a
new DVD, our new schools programme but most of all the
wonderful Celebrate Life Rally. What a truly great day and a
marvellous celebration of the Culture of Life.

You can read all about that great day in this edition of Solas
and might spot yourself in some of the exciting photos of the
event. Well done to everyone involved; it required a huge
amount of work but produced a real gem.

We’ve also been busy with lots of other projects, not least this
year’s super Roadshow and our response to the Ethics Com-
mittee of the Medical Council. As one of our primary roles is in
education we’re delighted to announce that two of our most
important projects are in their final stages - our On Track absti-
nence program and our new Just the Facts DVD which is
going to break new ground in life education.

After a marvellous Summer of Life we have much to look for-
ward to - and much to do. We can do it when we work togeth-
er. God Bless, 
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Welcome to the
69th edition of Solas!

Dear Pro-Life Friend,this
Solas is being rushed to
you with an urgent and

extremely important deadline in
mind. As you’ll read in Niamh Uí
Bhriain’s article (opposite) the
Medical Council (MC) is calling for
submissions from the public in
regard to drafting its Ethical Guide-
lines.

If pro-abortion campaigners have
their way the Ethical Guidelines
would allow for both abortion and
embryo research. That would
mean that a major barrier to
legalised abortion would be seri-
ously undermined. The MC needs
to hear your voice TODAY. Can I
ask all readers to take the time to

study the article oppo-
site, and the sample let-
ter on page 11, and to
write to the MC TODAY.

We have also enclosed
two pre-prepared sub-
missions for you, should
your friends, family or
neighbours wish to make
a submission. 

If you have any ques-
tions please call the
office on 01 8730465
and talk to Íde, Eoghan
or Prue who will be
delighted to assist you.

URGENT MESSAGE!
LLiinnddaa



The general election in May was
a disaster for the Progressive
Democrats (PD). The party lost

all but two seats and, since the results
came crashing in, former TDs have
left the ailing party to its troubles. Ana-
lysts have enjoyed picking over the
bones of the smaller government
party and newspapers are having a
field-day predicting the speedy
demise of the PDs. 

Yet for all that Bertie Ahern decided,
not only to include the PD’s in govern-
ment, but to re-appoint Mary Harney
as Minister for Health. At first this
seemed puzzling. Bertie didn’t need
the numbers, Harney wasn’t a popular
Health Minister (her vote slipped dra-
matically in the election, were it not for
the addition of another seat to her
constituency, she may not have man-
aged to retain her seat) and, Lord
knows, the Health Ministry could do
with someone capable of tackling the
mess it has become. Bertie Ahern is
no fool, and neither does he grant
political favours which do not directly
benefit his own party. Why then did An
Taoiseach offer this crucially powerful
position to Mary Harney?

It could be that the Health Ministry is
seen as a poisoned chalice which
Fianna Fáil (FF) would rather hand
over to the PDs.  Or could it be that
Mary Harney is committed to an anti-
life agenda which FF shrink from pub-
licly supporting? Ms. Harney can
attack pro-life ethics, fund pro-abor-
tion campaigns and support embryo
research, while FF declare them-
selves innocent of any wrongdoing.

In the months prior to the election,
Mary Harney oversaw the most con-
certed attack on pro-life medical
ethics yet seen in this country. Having
failed utterly since 1992 to convince
the majority of doctors to support
abortion, it was decided to simply
seize control of the Medical Council
(MC). Harney’s Medical Practitioners
Act will give her the right to appoint a
political majority on the MC and the
opportunity to replace the medical
ethics which had, thus far, opposed
abortion and embryo research.

Dr Seán Ó Domhnaill succeeded in
attracting more than 1,200 doctors to
the campaign he led against Harney’s
plans and he will be party to the legal

battle which will fight the matter out in
the courts. He has also alerted the
pro-life movement to another
recent threat to pro-life medical
ethics – one that requires your
urgent response.

The MC has advertised for public sub-
missions in advance of a review of its
Ethical Guidelines. This is unprece-
dented and warrants close scrutiny. 

One of the functions of the MC is to
give guidance to the medical profes-
sion generally on all matters relating
to ethical conduct and behaviour. To
date, this has been achieved through
the periodic publication of A Guide to
Ethical Conduct and Behaviour,
known as The Ethical Guidelines.

The section of the Guidelines dealing
with Medical Ethics are of greatest
interest to pro-lifers, in particular Sec-
tion 24.2 and Section 24.6 which deal
with destructive embryo research and
abortion respectively. Section F, Arti-
cle 24.2 states: “The creation of new
forms of life for experimental purpos-
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Medical Emergency

Bishop of Phoenix, Arizona, 
Rev Thomas Olmstead with YD
members, Rebecca, Carolyn and
Eoghan at the Life Ability Launch

in Dublin

cont’d on page 7



The turnout was far beyond
expectations; we were thrilled
with the day”, said an ecstatic

Eoghan De Faoite, Chairman of the
organising rally committee and leader
of the pro-life group Youth Defence
(YD). 

Eoghan was speaking to TV3 at the
hugely successful pro-life rally organ-
ised by YD on the 7th July. It was a
rally to ‘Celebrate  Life’ and brought
pro-life people out in their thousands
to oppose abortion - the largest crowd
to do so in some 15 years. The day
has given a huge boost and renewed
energy to many in the pro-life move-

ment and attracted thousands of fam-
ilies and young people to the cause. A
week-long novena had been reward-
ed with brilliant sunshine, and as the
huge crowd waving flags, balloons
and placards set off from the GPO,
Dublin, heads were spinning as the
colour and the enthusiasm of the rally
grabbed the attention of thousands of
shoppers on a busy Saturday after-
noon in Ireland’s Capital.

The rally led with a banner, held by a
number of young women, calling on
the Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern, to keep
his pre-election pro-life promise and
not legislate for abortion or allow for

embryo research. Prior to the recent
Dáil elections, pressure was put on
the main political parties, by pro-life
lobby groups, to guarantee that, if
elected, they would not enact anti-life
legislation. Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael
both gave this guarantee and YD
organised the hugely successful rally
to remind Bertie’s new government
that this was one political promise that
could not be broken. 

The rally arrived at the Dáil to the
sound of the song ‘Live is Life’ boom-
ing out from a public address system.
The atmosphere was joyful and exu-
berant. Molesworth Street opposite
the Dáil was closed off by the Gardai
to accommodate the massive crowd
and the rally participants took full
advantage, dancing and singing as
they approached the stage where
they were to be addressed by a num-
ber of pro-life speakers.

YD had liaised with other pro-life and
family groups prior to the rally and
invited speakers from all the major
pro-life groups including Mother &
Child Campaign, Precious Life, Our
Lady of Guadalupe Life Movement,
Bunreacht Beo, the Pro-life Cam-
paign and others. Fr Brian McKevitt
of the Alive newspaper also
addressed the huge crowd. 

Niamh Uí Bhriain of Mother & Child
Campaign opened the speeches
with a rousing welcome. Niamh told
the crowd that the Irish people had a
long and exemplary history of pro-
tecting the vulnerable and of treasur-
ing children above all things. ‘The
great Irish chieftain, Shane Ó Néill
said that the Irish people kneel to no-
one but God. We will not allow the
E.U., nor the abortion industry nor
this government to force our nation
to accept the slaughter of innocent
children,’ she said.
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Fr Brian McKevitt said that people
should not be afraid to stand for Life
and drew attention to the disgraceful
decision of Amnesty International to
allow abortion. ‘Amnesty are now a
pro-abortion outfit,’ said Fr McKevitt to
loud applause. He called for Catholics
to withdraw from Amnesty. Other
speakers spoke of the need to be
organised and vigilant and Carolyn
Johnston of YD told the rally of YD’s
efforts to counsel young mothers out-
side abortion referral agencies.

Wrapping up the rally Eoghan de
Faoite asked the cheering crowd to
commit to protecting Life. He pointed
out that:  ‘Because so many are being
slaughtered, many more must protect
them; because they are so helpless,
they need great numbers of helpers.’

The Bishop of Phoenix, Arizona, Rev
Thomas J Olmstead, was amongst
the huge crowd in attendance at the
rally. His Excellency was a welcome
and an unexpected attendee at the
event and his presence gave great
encouragement to those marching
against abortion. Bishop Olmstead
was visiting Ireland for a number of
days and had picked up a leaflet

advertising the rally in the Pro-Cathe-
dral in Dublin and decided there and
then that he would attend, changing
his flight plans to do so. 

Bishop Olmstead also attended the
evening events at the Alexander Hotel
where he concelebrated Holy Mass
with Fr Brian Mc Kevitt. After Mass,
Bishop Olmstead addressed the
packed room and told of how
impressed he was with the pro-life
rally and the work of pro-life people in

Ireland. He also commended the
speakers at the rally saying that their
words ‘were very well chosen’. He
said he was encouraged by the fact
that Ireland had resisted the tide of
abortion and also spoke of the impor-
tance of pro-life action to keep a coun-
try free of abortion. He commented on
the number of people killed in the
forced Irish famine of 1845 saying that
abortion claims the same number of
lives in his country every year.

It took weeks of hard work to achieve
such a remarkable and successful
outcome but every YD volunteer said
that it was worth it ‘a million times
over.’ ‘We worked on promotion for

about 4 weeks with
leaflets, phonecalls
and mailings’, said Íde
Nic Mhathúna, ‘and
people’s responses
was overwhelmingly positive. What a
great day for Ireland and for unborn
babies.’

‘It was the best pro-life event ever,’
added Prue Neiberding from Aus-
tralia, ‘All the members of YD Aus-
tralia would have loved to be here.’

Thousands of placards, flags and
signs were made by YD volunteers in
the weeks before the rally, and the
question on everyone’s lips was. ‘Will
we be back again next year?’ YD say
they are looking at making the rally a
yearly event in response to popular
demand.

‘If everyone who came to the Rally
carried through that commitment to
working on even one of our many pro-
jects or campaigns, we can keep Ire-
land abortion-free,’ said Eoghan de
Faoite. ‘We’re facing many assaults
on our pro-life culture and we must
stand together in this most important
battle for Life.’
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Our LifeAbility Campaign has
got off to a great start as,
despite the rainy summer,

there has been no shortage of volun-
teers wishing to participate in this
essential project.

The LifeAbility leaflet (please see
your copy enclosed) was written in
conjunction with people with disabili-
ties and goes to the core of the mean-
ing of this campaign. Tens of thou-
sands of these leaflets have been dis-
tributed thus far through street ses-
sions, leaflet drops and at churches
and many more will be given out in
the course of this ongoing project. A
website is planned and a   compre-
hensive information booklet is being
finalised. 

We’re also hoping to
reach out to other disabil-
ity campaigners and
establish a national plat-
form declaring that Life is
the first right - for all chil-
dren,  disabled or other-
wise. And we’re planning
a series of advertise-
ments highlighting the
key issues of the Life-
Ability Campaign.

It’s a crucial campaign,
since the recent attempts
made to justify killing
children on the basis of
disability were a warning
of what is to come. A
clear picture of the extent
to which the abortion cul-
ture targets people with
disabilities was painted
by Alison Davis of the No
Less Human group in
Dublin on July 7th. Ms
Davis came to Ireland on
YD’s invitation to launch

the LifeAbility Campaign and to give
the keynote speech at the evening
event of the Celebrate Life Rally.

Ms Davis told the packed room in the
Alexander Hotel of the experiences of
Britain, which had recently seen its
Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists (RCOG) consider a
proposal calling for the killing of chil-
dren who had been born with a dis-
ability, especially those who were pre-
mature. When Ms Davis, a spina bifi-
da sufferer who uses a wheel-
chair, went to present the
RCOG with a petition oppos-
ing their stance, officials
refused her admittance as
she would have needed
assistance at the entrance
with her wheelchair.

Ms Davis told the audience that, in the
UK, where abortion has been legal
since 1967, foetal disability is one of
the most publicly acceptable reasons
for allowing abortion.  The discrimina-
tory factor in these abortions is made
clear by simple statistics.  In the UK
about 20% of all pregnancies are
aborted, but about 90% of babies with
spina bifida are aborted,  as are 92%
of babies with Down’s Syndrome.
This is, of course, in addition to the
babies who are aborted for “social”
reasons without their disability ever

being detected. 

She explained that
“Ground E” of the
1967 British Abor-
tion Act states that
abortion is permissi-
ble if there is “sub-
stantial risk of the
child being born
seriously handi-
capped. This also
allowed for  “selec-
tive reduction” in
which one or more
babies in a multiple
pregnancy are killed
by injecting poison
into their hearts,
while the other
babies in the preg-
nancy are left to
continue their lives.
55% of these abor-
tions were per-
formed because
one or more of the
babies had a dis-
ability. Under
Ground E abortion
is allowed in Britain
with no time limit; in
other words up to
the moment of birth.

LifeAbility Campaign
Carolyn Johnston

Alison Davis of No Less Human (UK) who
spoke at the LifeAbility Launch in Dublin  

Life Ability Leaflet 

cont’d on page 13



es or the deliberate and intentional
destruction of in-vitro human life
already formed is professional mis-
conduct.”

Before 2001, the MC exercised a
complete ban on abortion. In 2001 the
MC changed its ethical stance in a
move that The Lancet called a ‘subtle
shift’. 

The ethical guidelines used to state: 
’The deliberate and intentional
destruction of the unborn child is pro-
fessional misconduct. Should a child
in utero lose its life as a side-effect of
standard medical treatment of the
mother, then this is not unethical.
Refusal by a doctor to treat a woman
with a serious illness because she is
pregnant would be grounds for com-
plaint and could be considered to be
professional misconduct.’ 

The new wording in 2001 completely
replaced this and uses the phrase that
termination of pregnancy can occur
where there is a ‘real and substantive
risk to the life of the mother.’ Seven
doctors staged a protest by walking
out of the meeting of the MC when

these changes were made, as they
foresaw the potential abuses. The dif-
ference, which, while subtle, is quite
deadly, is that previously a doctor
could never directly abort a child - that
is, directly and intentionally kill the
child - he was only allowed to treat the
mother. Now the direct abortion of the
child is countenanced.

The MC has recently announced it will
be reviewing its guidelines again.
There is a real danger that this will be
used by the pro-abortion lobby to
introduce abortion-friendly guidelines.
The public has until September 7th
to send submissions to the MC.
Please make sure that you make
your voice heard. This is a matter of
absolute urgency. 

To assist you in making this urgent
and crucially important submission
TODAY we have included in this
article a draft letter to guide you.
We urge you to use this guide - on
page 11 - to write to the MC TODAY. 

Your letter can be sent to Professional
Standards Section, Medical Council,
Lynn House, Portobello Court, Lower

Rathmines Road, Dublin 6 or via email
to ethicsreview@mcirl.ie. 

We have also included with this copy
of Solas a printed submission which
you can use to facilitate your family
and friends in making a submission if
they don’t have the time to send a let-
ter. Please make every effort to max-
imise the number of submissions
made and call the office on 01
8730465 if you have any queries or
require any assistance.

However, given our previous experi-
ence with submissions to the All Party
Oireachtas Committee on the Consti-
tution we are also giving you the
option of sending submissions to our
office at 60a Capel Street and we will
be happy to deliver them for you. 

As always the MC have given very lit-
tle time for the public to respond. The
Mother & Child Campaign are working
nonstop to send this information to as
many people as possible. Please pray
for our efforts.

NB - PLEASE SEE THE SAMPLE
LETTER ON PAGE 11.

Medical Emergency (ctd)
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In 1999 I came to Ireland for the firsttime to attend an International Pro-
life Conference which was organ-

ised by Youth Defence (YD). It was a
defining experience for me. The con-
ference was inspirational, feisty and
hugely informative and it was organ-
ised entirely by young people who had
committed their lives to God’s work. I
knew this apostolate was something
that needed to be shared. 

Since then, each year, I bring as many
as  28 young people to Ireland, not for
a holiday, but to learn from the best.
Young Americans from all over the US
come to see how YD work; to see how
to evangelise for Life; to organise
campaigns; to speak out for mothers
and babies; and to educate their
peers. In the past we have joined YD
in commemorating the Baby X case,
and participating in their International
Pro-life Conference. This year we took
part in YD’s all-Ireland Roadshow.

The Roadshow is a pro-life blitz: a
professional and far-reaching endeav-
our which is having a profound effect
on Irish thinking on abortion. It reach-
es an incredible amount of people
with pro-life information and, most
importantly, gives ordinary people a
chance to discuss the issue with a
pro-life representative from YD. This
is a key factor. In my experience pro-
life groups can become a little insular
and are in danger of restricting their

efforts to speaking at churches, prayer
meetings and other events where the
audience is largely in agreement with
them. We need to make sure our mes-
sage reaches those who are not con-
verted; people who are subjected to
the barrage of pro-abortion propagan-
da on a daily basis and who need to
hear the message of the Culture of
Life. That’s precisely what the YD
Roadshow brings to them.

It does so with a creative and infec-
tious enthusiasm and the sort of
prayerful commitment that can move
mountains. Tens of thousands of peo-
ple see this Roadshow each year – for
some it is their only source of pro-life
information. It’s astonishing to see
young people crowding the table for
the beautiful information produced by
YD. They genuinely want to know
more and the YD volunteers take the
time to explain and clarify the truth to
each and every person. This is the
sort of one-to-one contact that is
keeping Ireland abortion free. It’s the
kind of pro-life contact that mothers
will remember, that voters will recall,
and that every country needs.

We can be too quick to give the cause
up for lost when the media are so
committed to abortion and to preserv-
ing or ensuring its legality. The truth is
it takes time, patience and sacrifice to
make the effort to spread God’s word
and the YD volunteers have that in

spades. Their energy, enthusiasm and
commitment are unparalleled in the
worldwide Pro-life community. We
have seized the opportunity for our
young pro-lifers to take their enthusi-
astic and courageous leadership to
the battle for life in the United States.

The Roadshow’s work doesn’t stop
when the street session is over how-
ever, as volunteers then proceed to
the town’s abortion referral agency to
counsel mothers or go door-to-door
with leaflets. I was proud to be part of
such a great pro-life endeavour.

The format of YD’s Roadshow has
been widely copied in other countries,
including the USA. The failure of the
Portuguese pro-life campaign to con-
tact people on the ground was,
according to activists, what lost the
referendum in that country. It is clear
to me that if every nation would initiate
the pattern of YD’s Roadshow, the
whole idea of abortion would be
heaped upon the garbage pile of evil
where it has always belonged.

Abortion has been legal in the USA for
34 years and more than 30 million
babies have been killed in the name of
“choice”. We needed YD Roadshows
back then to inform and awaken our
people. Ireland should treasure this
gift given so freely by these young
people in defence of human life. May
God Bless all their future efforts. We’ll
be back to join them.  

A True Example
Fr. Terry Gensemer

Sarah and Fionn explain the humanity of the unborn child
and the dangers of abortion to young women in Waterford



Page 9SOLAS October 2007  Vol 15  No 4

WEDNESDAY 27TH JUNE
The 17th Youth Defence (YD) Nation-
al Roadshow began with an exciting
buzz; everybody was ready and set
for the two weeks of intensive pro-life
work. On the first day the team split
into two groups and visited the towns
of Cavan and Mullingar. I was
delighted to meet new, young mem-
bers who decided to join the Road-
show for the first time. In Cavan I was
impressed by the very positive reac-
tion from the public. We began focus-

ing on the LifeAbility Campaign from
the beginning of the Roadshow,
explaining to people how abortion
campaigners were now targeting dis-
abled children in Ireland.  

THURSDAY 28TH JUNE
The busy towns of Sligo and Longford
were visited on our second day. We
distributed many leaflets to both
young and old, educating them on dif-
ferent pro-life topics. The team’s spir-
it was lifted even higher as we met

locals who came out specially to meet
us and to lend a hand. Once again
there was a very good response from
the public who were more than
pleased to meet us.  

FRIDAY 29TH JUNE
Both Ballina and Castlebar were the
busiest of towns thus far. I worked on
the information stall in Ballina and
found that the public were eager to
learn more about pro-life issues and
the amazing work of YD. I really

enjoyed answering the different ques-
tions that were asked and explaining
to the people why and how abortion is
wrong. I began to notice that as the
days went by I felt more confident in
myself in answering all sorts of ques-
tions. It’s true to say that the Road-
show was also a learning experience
for me, I gained much more knowl-
edge about different pro-life topics
and learned how to relate to the pub-
lic by explaining to them the horrors of
abortion. 

SATURDAY 30TH JUNE
Galway city was visited on a very
busy Saturday afternoon. We were
joined by many local people to help us
during our street session. Despite the
very positive response from the pub-
lic, members of the Gardai joined us
after about two hours and insisted we
remove our informative Life Boards.
When members of YD informed the
Gardai about our rights to inform the
public they refused to listen. A mas-
sive crowd of local shoppers gathered

around our busy stall and began to
voice their complaints about the dis-
graceful behaviour of the Gardai.
Finally, the shameful Gardai realized
they were no match for the disapprov-
ing shoppers and quickly left, leaving
our busy stall even busier as the peo-
ple of Galway city were only more
than happy to sign our pro-life peti-
tion! I would like to thank everyone
who supported us in Galway. 

Roadshow 2007
Fionn de Faoite

Padraig explains the humanity of the
unborn child to young women in Galway

cont’d on page 15



For those of us who have been
active in the pro-life movement
for the last 20 years or more,

the High Court decision in the Miss D
case comes as no surprise as the
judiciary interpret every amendment
to the Constitution in favour of the
abortion lobby. When I heard that the
Attorney General was going to put for-
ward a case for the unborn child at the
center of the ‘D’ case, my hopes were
slightly raised so I headed into the
Four Courts on the Bank Holiday
Monday (7 May 2007) as there was a
special hearing of the case that day. 

Before the case commenced the
lawyers for the Health Services Exec-
utive (HSE) said important matters
had developed in the case since Fri-
day. It appeared that on Friday (4 May
2007) the proceedings were held in

camera. The HSE had agreed that the
correct procedure in the case was to
apply to the District Court for permis-
sion for Miss D to travel to England for
an abortion. (I had thought the whole
point of the application by Miss D was
that the HSE were trying to prevent
her going). The District Justice came
to the conclusion that the granting of
the order to travel would fail to vindi-
cate the right of the unborn and he
refused the order to leave the country.  

The HSE went before the High Court
on the Sunday to seek a judicial
review of the District Justice’s deci-
sion from Mr. Justice McKechnie who
also happened to be the judge in the
D case. Mr. Justice McKechnie grant-
ed leave to seek a judicial review. 

The HSE asked Mr. Justice McKech-

nie to deal with the judicial review of
the decision of the District Court and
the right to travel without hearing the
substantive issue. The judge then
said that as to what way to proceed
was complex. He said it must be guid-
ed by the welfare of the applicant and
with consideration to constitutional
procedures. He then decided he
would deal with both the judicial
review of the right to travel and the
substantive issue and he would give a
view on what was best in the circum-
stances. 

There were 2 barristers for the Attor-
ney General (AG), Mr. Donovan who
dealt with the right to travel and Mr.
Connolly who dealt with the rights of
the unborn. Mr. Donovan’s case was
basically that there was no restraint
on the applicant exercising her right to
travel and he went further to say no
court could lawfully grant such per-
mission. He also said if the child was-
n’t in care and was over 16 years of
age, she could travel anywhere and a
child in care couldn’t have less rights
than a child not in care. He argued
that since 40.3.3° was inserted into
the Constitution, the State could not
restrict travel. Mr. Connolly spoke for
the unborn. He said the case must be
viewed with regard to the following:

Unborn – He said there was no logic
to saying what will happen to the foe-
tus after birth. It is a live foetus and he
referred to Dr. Higgins’s report that it
was a single, active foetus entitled to
the right to life protection as
enshrined in the Constitution. The
judge then intervened to say that this
case was not about disabilities, that
this baby would not live. (I thought
this was an extraordinary interjection
by the judge and indicated to me that
he had already made up his mind as
to the fate of the unborn child). Mr.
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Connolly pointed out that if a person
as a result of an accident is in a vege-
tative state he is still entitled to consti-
tutional protection. He further stated
that the foetus is entitled to protection
under Article 40.3.3°until born. He
also dealt with the ‘C’ Case which
gave the right to travel where the
mother is suicidal. Mr. McGrath,
Junior Counsel for the AG, also said
that the State should vindicate the
right of the unborn by restricting free-
dom of travel. He said Judge Geoghe-
gan in ‘C’ was not an authority. 

The case by the AG’s office for the
unborn, such as it was, was incom-
plete, in that medical and psychiatric
evidence should have been intro-
duced to counteract what the doctor
for Miss ‘D’ was saying. In this case
as in the ‘X’ case, the unborn child
was badly let down by the State. In
the ‘X’ case the evidence of an East-
ern Health Board psychologist was
relied on in considering the mental
state of the mother and in this case
no evidence was offered by the State
to show that the mother would be bet-
ter mentally and physically to give
birth to her baby. 

On Wednesday, 9 May, Mr. Justice
McKechnie arrived an hour late to
give his judgement. He said Miss ‘D’
could travel. He said there was an
abnormality in the foetus and that it
had no brain and had no chance of
survival. He said there was no treat-
ment and that the baby’s condition
was fatal. He said the baby could not
survive outside the uterus. He then
went on to consider the gynaecolo-
gist’s report and the downsides of the
pregnancy. The judge said babies like
this were “mishaps of nature.” The
judge again gave his opinion that this
case was not about a foetus with a
disability but about a baby destined to
die. He criticised the HSE’s handling
of the case and their attempts to bring
it within the ‘X’ case. Mr. J McKechnie
then went on to say that in his opinion
the right to travel inserted into the
Constitution by the 1992 referendum,

takes precedent over the right to life of
the unborn. He then set aside the
order of the District Court. 

Mr. Justice McKechnie relied heavily
in his judgement on the mother’s
gynaecologist’s report who is, of
course, an employee of the HSE. The
State should have put forward an
independent gynaecologist’s report on
behalf of the unborn. 

The people in the last referendum
rejected an amendment to the Consti-

tution which would
have given a citizen a
right to travel for an
abortion in England.
This was ignored by the
judge in this case who said a citizen’s
right to travel overruled  the right to life
of the unborn. Democracy and the
wishes of the Irish people as
expressed in referenda are once
again ignored  by the Judiciary.  

Anne Greene is a solicitor and a pro-
life activist
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SSAAMMPPLLEE  SSUUBBMMIISSSSIIOONN  
ffoorr  tthhee  MMeeddiiccaall  CCoouunncciill

Niamh Uí Bhriain
60a Capel St, Dublin 1

Professional Standards Section
Medical Council, Lynn House, Portobello Court 
Lower Rathmines Road, Dublin 6. 

1st August  2007
Dear Sir/Madam,

In relation to your invitation for submissions in regard to the Medical Coun-
cil’s Ethical Guidelines I would like to make the following points:

1. The Hippocratic Oath requires medical practitioners to adhere to
life-affirming ethics. I would urge the Council to bear that in mind in all its
deliberations.

2. In regard to Section 24.6 of the current Ethical Guidelines dealing
with the child in utero, the Guidelines should be amended to reintroduce
the complete ban on abortion in keeping with the law, the constitution and
public opinion. I would therefore submit that this section should read:

The deliberate and intentional destruction of the unborn child is profes-
sional misconduct. Should a child in utero lose its life as a side-effect of
standard medical treatment of the mother, then this is not unethical.
Refusal by a doctor to treat a woman with a serious illness because she
is pregnant would be grounds for complaint and could be considered to be
professional misconduct.

3. In regard to Section 24.2 of the current Ethical Guidelines I would
like to see the protection of the human embryo retained and the section
left entirely unchanged.

Yours sincerely,

Niamh Uí Bhriain



The Mother & Child Campaign
are urging parents and pro-
family supporters to get

involved in the Parents for Children
(PFC) campaign which has already
got underway throughout the country.

PFC was set up last year to protect
family rights and to oppose proposals
brought forward by the government to
amend Article 42 of the Constitution.
The proposed amendments are
ostensibly to add to children’s consti-
tutional rights but in fact the changes
will simply mean that the State will
have more control over families and
children than parents. 

Supreme Court judge Adrian Hardi-
man has pointed out that the Constitu-

tion already protects children's rights.
The real question, Justice Hardiman
said, was, “To whom are the preroga-
tives of parents to be transferred and
why?”. The consequences of third
parties being given extra powers in
these circumstances were likely to be
“unforeseen and undesirable”, he
added.  

PFC reported a great success from
their latest weekend of activities,
which took place in Clonakilty, in West
Cork. John O’Callaghan, spokesman
for the organisation, said that a group
of volunteers had managed to com-
bine a street information session with
a door-to-door canvass where PFC
information was ‘received with great
interest.’

Parents were shocked at the extent to
which family rights were being
attacked by the proposals brought for-
ward by the government to amend the
Constitution’, said Mr O’Callaghan. He
added that if passed by referendum,
the proposals would allow for any
child to be taken from their loving par-
ents and given for adoption without
parental consent. The proposals are
being sold as a ‘children’s rights’ mea-
sure and have already been the sub-
ject of a taxpayer-funded campaign by
Barnardos. 

PFC have asked parents to volunteer
with the nation-wide campaign ‘so that
they can inform parents ahead of the
referendum being called.’

Right now we are working on a
very exciting project that I
know is going to be hugely

effective in our work. This project is a
new DVD which will be used as part
of the hugely successful Just the
Facts (JTF) School’s Information Pro-
ject. JTF is now in its 10th year and
its success has surpassed all our
expectations with over 300 school
presentations completed, millions of
hits on the JTF website and life-sav-
ing literature in the hands of students.

Now, with the addition of this new
DVD, JTF is about to get a whole lot
better. It features ground-breaking
footage of unborn babies developing
in utero and will take viewers on an
amazing guide through the first nine
months of their lives. The footage
used in this DVD is the most up to
date, the most advanced and the
most revolutionary ever produced in
the field of medical embryology. 

In fact, this footage has been causing
shock-waves all across the world since it
has been released. So much so that in
Britain, Sir David Steel, who was the
architect of the 1967 Abortion Act that
legalized abortion in England, called for
the legal limit of abortions to be reduced,
after this footage revealed 12-week old
unborn moving and stirring in their moth-
ers’ wombs. This DVD shows the
achievements of modern medical sci-
ence! Advances in ultrasound technolo-
gy are showing babies as living human
beings at earlier stages than ever before. 

This DVD is set to become one of the
most effective tools that we have ever
used. Whatever the cost we are going to
work and pray to ensure we can send it
to every school in the country so stu-
dents are aware that unborn babies are
living, developing human beings. The
potential for this DVD is huge We hope
to have it completed by September. 

JTF Video
Eoghan de Faoite
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Caroline from LIstowel 
at the Rally for Life 

Parents for Children : Update



These eugenic abortions cannot be
dismissed simply as women freely
“choosing” to abort, just as the diag-
nosis of a disability does not just “hap-
pen.” Dr. Josephine Treloar wrote in
the British Medical Journal of her
unborn child being tested for Down’s
Syndrome without her knowledge or
consent.  

‘If this can happen to a medical doctor,
how much more could it happen to
other women?‘ asked Ms Davis before
sharing a letter she had received from
Michele Liddle, a new member of No
Less Human, whose son Kealan was
born with Down’s Syndrome in 2002.
She told Alison:  “I was screened with-
out my knowledge at my first hospital
scan, and told afterwards that my

baby had a chromosomal problem.  I
was then faced with several doctors
trying to get me to have amniocente-
sis and discussing the possibility of
abortion. I rejected both, but had the
worry of the health of my baby with me
for the next six months.  At one stage
I felt I was a burden for wanting to
keep my child.  I can see how easy it
can be for someone to be persuaded
by a doctor to abort their disabled
child.“

The experience in the UK is that doc-
tors now seek out disability in unborn
children and parents are put under
pressure to abort. In fact, such is the
grip of the abortion mentality that
some commentators are now feeling
free to condemn parents of children

with a disability for “choosing” to have
a child that “wastes resources”. 

Much of Ms Davis’ excellent speech
was a chilling warning, and she
received a standing ovation for her
courage and determination. One story
she told especially moved us all; that
of Mona Winberg, who has cerebral
palsy. Mona says: “When I was born
other people asked my mother ‘Aren’t
you sorry you had Mona? What can
she ever accomplish in life?’ My moth-
er replied: “Even if all she does is look
up at the stars at night and appreci-
ates their beauty, isn’t that better than
if she had never existed?” Alison
Davis reminded us of the crucial need
for this LifeAbility Campaign. 
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LifeAbility Campaign(ctd)

We put a video of the rally up on
YouTube website and are delighted
with the response. It was only up a
week and had already been the Most
Viewed, Top Rated, Most Discussed,
Top Favourites within Ireland. At time
of going to print it had 3,000 views
and counting. Watch it for yourself at
youtube.com/watch?v=ou0XLO_Aylw

or go directly to
www.youtube.com
and type ‘pro life
rally dublin’ in the
search engine. 

Children at the Rally for LIfe 07/07/07

YouWatch

cont’d from page 6



DON’T WASTE TAXPAYERS
MONEY –  PUT OUR MONEY
WHERE IT WORKS!
Would you invest in a product
investors were abandoning
because after years of investment
they got no results? Is Ireland never
to learn from the experience of other
countries? Put our money where it
works – fund adult stem cell
research. 

There are two kinds of stem cells
a) Embryonic stem cells - obtained
by destroying human embryos
b) Adult stem cells - obtained from
ethical sources often from the
patient’s own body

ONE IS ETHICAL AND HAS ALL
THE CURES TO DATE, THE
OTHER HAS CURED NOBODY
To produce an embryonic stem cell,
you must kill a developing child.
Quite apart from ethical considera-
tions, just look at the facts, both
medical and commercial. In Britain,
embryonic stem cell research was
legalised in 1990, after miracle

cures were promised. After 16 years
not one single cure, not even one
clinical application has been found.
Investors in the USA are now mov-
ing massive funding to adult stem
cell research which has over 65 clin-
ical applications and documented
cures for spinal cord injury, heart
disease, strokes etc.

INVESTORS TAKE FRIGHT –
MONEY BEGINS TO MOVE AWAY
“$100 billion invested – results not
forthcoming. Less and less going to
controversial embryo research”
Wall Street Journal

The time-line to commercialisation
is so long that I simply would not
invest. Notice that our company has
not invested.”
William Hasteline, CEO, Human
Genome Sciences, and an advo-
cate of embryonic stem cell
research

ADULT STEM CELLS WORK
Documented cures include;
- Diabetes, heart damage repaired,

- Leukaemia, Burns, Spinal Cord
Injury: wheelchair cases walk
- Parkinsons: (five patients showed
61% reduction in symptoms – trial)
- Alzheimers: Mental decline slowed
by half – (adult neural stem cells
were injected in a trial)

PLURIPOTENT ARGUMENT
ANSWERED
Until very recently only embryonic
stem cells were thought to be
pluripotent – with the ability to form
all tissues. Adult stem cells were
thought to be mulitpotent – with an
ability to form many tissues, but not
all. That has changed. Dr. David
Prentice, Professor of Molecular
Genetics, Indiana State University,
addressing YD’s  International Con-
ference in Dublin in March 2006,
reported that scientists are now pro-
ducing adult stem cells just as flexi-
ble (pluripotent) as embryonic stem
cells.  A major factor in favour of
adult stem cells is that they don’t
seem to have the problem of tumour
formation or immune rejection asso-
ciated with embryonic stem cells. 
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STEM CELLS : FACT SHEET 1

by Aileen McCarthy 

Children at the Rally for Life 07/07/07

READ FACT SHEET 2 IN THE NEXT EDITION OF SOLAS



We noticed in Galway and in other
towns that young people are receiving
pro-abortion propaganda from the Cri-
sis Pregnancy Agency who have vast
amounts of taxpayer’s monies at their
disposal. It’s so crucial for the Road-
show Team to be there to answer their
questions. 

MONDAY 2ND JULY
After a good relaxing Sunday the
team was all set again for more pro-
life action. Both Limerick and Ennis
were visited. I worked on the stall in
Limerick and was impressed by the
amount of people who already knew
about the wonderful work of YD.
Although the heavy rain was plentiful
in Limerick city that day, so too were
the amount of people who were eager
to sign the pro-life petition and hungry
for more information and knowledge
about pro-life work. After the Street
Session we staged a protest outside
the Irish Family  Planning Association
(IFPA) in Limerick. Despite the fact
that there were at least 30 YD mem-
bers present we were greeted by
three people who were there to
‘counter protest’. Our colourful and
professional Life Signs contrasted

with their three tiny signs that read ‘let
women decide’ (which were held by
three males!) and they eventually
hung their heads and walked away. I
was very pleased with the protest as it
highlighted the awful truth about the
work of the IFPA. 

TUESDAY 3RD JUNE
The people of Tralee and  Killarney
were very receptive to the Roadshow
and welcomed us warmly in each
town. For me, Tralee was one of the
most positive towns I visited during
the course of the Roadshow. The peo-
ple were very responsive and so
many congratulated me on the amaz-
ing work that YD are doing. I had lots
of  opportunities to discuss the horrors
of abortion and to answer questions
that needed to be answered. 

WEDNESDAY 4TH JULY
The great city of Cork was visited and
there were many local members who
came out to show their support. Áine
of the Roadshow Team had the sad
experience of meeting another girl
who had already had an abortion and
who was shocked and heartbroken by
her experience. The girl explained that
she was not given the full information
on abortion and that she was pressur-
ized into having her baby killed. She

regrets her decision and
said it was the worst thing
that ever happened to
her. The girl said she
would like to help YD in their pro-life
work and to inform other women that
abortion is never the right decision for
both the woman and her baby.
Despite this sad story we had an
excellent response in Cork.  

THURSDAY 5TH JULY
Information Street Sessions were held
in Waterford and Clonmel. I visited
Waterford; a very busy city and lots of
questions and explaining involved.
Taking part in the Roadshow prepares
you to be a good and informed pro-
lifer. 

FRIDAY 6TH JULY
Both Arklow and Kilkenny were visit-
ed. By now almost all of our leaflets
had been distributed. The new mem-
bers who had joined the Roadshow
were confident in answering questions
and explaining the issues.  In  Kilken-
ny a restaurant manager was so
impressed by our stall, that she gave
us free food and drinks from her
restaurant! It was a great Roadshow.
A special thanks to the young people
of CEC for Life who joined us for
two wonderful weeks of pro-life action.
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Rally for LIfe 07/07/07

cont’d from page 9



Have you access to the Internet? If so, make sure you
check out this ground breaking website which has
received accolades from internet surfers around the

world. 

Packed with great presentations, videos, photographs and
tonnes of pro-life information, www.truthtv.org has been
described by many as “the best pro-life site on the web.”
Updated daily with the latest news, it is informative and engag-
ing. If you haven’t checked it out already, do so today!

For the latest news subscribe to our
email bulletins today!

Check Out
Our Website!

www.truthtv.org

le Linda Ní Gormáin

Solas is published five times yearly 
by Solas Publications
60a Capel Street, Dublin 1 
T: 353 1 873 0465
F: 353 1 873 0464
E: info@motherandchild.ie
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The first operation in Ireland to be performed
on babies while they were still in the womb
has been reported by the Rotunda Hospital

in Dublin. The hospital said it successfully performed the in-utero
surgery to save the lives of twin boys who got into difficulty 20
weeks into the pregnancy of 35-year-old Cork woman Margaret
Kershaw.

The babies had been suffering from a complication known as
Twin-to-Twin-Transfusion Syndrome which occurs when abnor-
mal blood vessels in the placenta transfuse too much blood into
one baby, while the other baby is left with too little blood.

If left untreated it leads to the death of both babies in nearly all
cases. The condition only affects identical twins. The in-utero
procedure, called a fetoscopy, was performed last January at 21 
weeks into the pregnancy. 

The operation is
available in a small
number of European
hospitals and in the
US, but was never
performed in Ireland
before.The twin boys
were delivered by
Caesarean section
on March 28 last.

IInn  UUtteerroo  SSuurrggeerryy  --  GGrreeaatt  SSuucccceessss


